
 

1 

 



How to Build a Website Guide 

2 

Part 3 - WEBSITE BUILDER  
SELECTION FRAMEWORK 

____ 

Introduction 
Choosing the right website builder is a critical decision that can 
significantly impact your online success. With numerous options 
available, from visual builders to AI-powered solutions, making 
the right choice requires a systematic approach.  

This guide will walk you through a structured decision-making 
process to select the perfect website builder for your business 
needs.  
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Part 1: Understanding Your Business 
Requirements 

Assessing Your Business Type and Goals 

Before evaluating different website builders, clearly define your 
business needs: 

Core Business Questions: 

➔ What type of business do you operate? (service-based, e-
commerce, local business) 

➔ What are your primary online objectives? (sales, lead 
generation, information sharing) 

➔ What is your target audience? 

➔ What features are essential for your business operations? 

Creating Your Must-Have Features List 

Make a comprehensive list of features divided into three 
categories: 

Essential Features: 

➔ Custom domain connection 

➔ Professional email 
➔ Mobile responsiveness 

➔ Basic SEO tools 

➔ Security features (SSL) 

Important Features: 

➔ E-commerce capabilities (if selling products) 
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➔ Booking/appointment systems 

➔ Blog functionality 

➔ Contact forms 

➔ Social media integration 

Nice-to-Have Features: 

➔ Advanced analytics 

➔ Marketing automation 

➔ Custom coding options 

➔ Multiple language support 

➔ Advanced SEO tools  
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Part 2: Budget Analysis and Planning 

Understanding Total Cost of Ownership 

Consider all potential costs: 

Initial Costs: 

➔ Basic subscription 

➔ Domain registration 

➔ Template/theme purchases 

➔ Setup fees 

Ongoing Costs: 

➔ Monthly/annual subscription 

➔ Domain renewal 
➔ Additional features/plugins 

➔ Security certificates 

➔ Maintenance 

Budget Planning Template 

Create a budget planning spreadsheet: 

Cost Category Monthly Cost Annual Cost 

Basic Plan $ $ 

Domain $ $ 

Essential Add-ons $ $ 
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Cost Category Monthly Cost Annual Cost 

Security $ $ 

Total $ $ 
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Part 3: Evaluating Popular Website Builders 

Comparative Analysis of Top Platforms 

Here's a detailed comparison: 

Wix: 

1) Best for: Creative businesses needing flexibility 

2) Starting Price: $17/month 

3) Key Strengths: 
➔ Intuitive drag-and-drop interface 

➔ Extensive template library 

➔ Advanced design flexibility 

➔ Built-in SEO tools 

Squarespace: 

1) Best for: Brands focused on visual impact 

2) Starting Price: $16/month 

3) Key Strengths: 
➔ Professional templates 

➔ Integrated e-commerce 

➔ Built-in marketing tools 

➔ Mobile-optimized designs 

GoDaddy: 

1) Best for: Local businesses wanting quick setup 

2) Starting Price: $10/month 

3) Key Strengths: 
➔ Simple setup process 

➔ Basic SEO tools 
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➔ Integrated marketing features 

➔ Local business focus 

Hostinger: 

1) Best for: Budget-conscious entrepreneurs 

2) Starting Price: $2.69/month 

3) Key Strengths: 
➔ Affordable pricing 

➔ AI-powered tools 

➔ Basic website features 

➔ Good performance  



How to Build a Website Guide 

9 

Part 4: Technical Considerations 

Assessing Technical Requirements 

Hosting Requirements: 

➔ Storage space needed 

➔ Bandwidth requirements 

➔ Server location preferences 

➔ Backup frequency 

Security Needs: 

➔ SSL certification 

➔ Payment security (for e-commerce) 

➔ Data protection measures 

➔ Backup systems 

Mobile Optimization Checklist 

● Responsive design 
● Mobile-friendly navigation 
● Touch-friendly elements 
● Quick loading times on mobile 
● Readable text without zooming  



How to Build a Website Guide 

10 

Part 5: Growth and Scalability Assessment 

Future-Proofing Your Choice 

Consider your business's growth trajectory: 

Short-term Needs (0-12 months): 

➔ Basic website functionality 

➔ Essential features implementation 

➔ Initial content management 

Medium-term Growth (1-3 years): 

➔ Additional features integration 

➔ Expanded content capabilities 

➔ Enhanced marketing tools 

Long-term Vision (3+ years): 

➔ Advanced functionality 

➔ Multiple language support 

➔ International expansion capabilities 

Scalability Checklist 

● Can the platform handle increased traffic? 

● Are there limitations on products/pages? 

● How easy is it to add new features? 

● What are the upgrade options? 

● Is there enterprise-level support?  
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Part 6: Support and Resources 

Evaluating Support Options 

Support Channels to Consider: 

1) 24/7 customer service 

2) Live chat availability 

3) Email support 

4) Phone support 

5) Community forums 

Resource Availability: 

➔ Documentation quality 

➔ Video tutorials 

➔ Knowledge base 

➔ Training materials 

➔ Community support  
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Part 7: Making Your Final Decision 

Decision Matrix Template 

Create a weighted decision matrix: 

1. List your criteria (features, price, support, etc.) 

2. Assign importance weights (1-5) 

3. Rate each platform (1-5) 

4. Calculate weighted scores 

5. Compare total scores 

Criteria Weight Platform A Platform B Platform C 

Features 5 Score Score Score 

Price 4 Score Score Score 

Support 3 Score Score Score 

Total - Sum Sum Sum 

 

Implementation Timeline 

Once you've made your choice, follow this timeline: 

Week 1: 

➔ Sign up for chosen platform 

➔ Set up domain and hosting 
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➔ Select template/theme 

Week 2: 

➔ Configure basic settings 

➔ Add essential pages 

➔ Set up security features 

Week 3: 

➔ Add content and media 

➔ Implement key features 

➔ Test functionality 

Week 4: 

➔ Final testing and refinements 

➔ Launch preparation 

➔ Go live  
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Action Plan 

Immediate Actions (Next 24 Hours): 

➔ Complete business requirements assessment 

➔ Create must-have features list 

➔ Set budget parameters 

Short-term Tasks (2-3 Days): 

➔ Research top platform options 

➔ Create decision matrix 

➔ Compare pricing plans 

Decision Phase (3-5 Days): 

➔ Trial top 2-3 platforms 

➔ Evaluate against criteria 

➔ Make final selection 

Implementation (2-4 Weeks): 

➔ Follow implementation timeline 

➔ Set up and configure 

➔ Launch website  
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CONCLUSION 
____ 

Selecting the right website builder is crucial for your online 
success. By following this structured approach, you can make an 
informed decision that aligns with your business needs, budget, 
and growth plans. Remember that the best platform is one that 
matches your specific requirements while providing room for 
growth. 

Next Steps Checklist 

● Download and complete the business requirements 
worksheet 

● Create your feature priority list 
● Set up your budget planning spreadsheet 
● Begin platform trials 
● Make your final selection 
● Start implementation 

Take action now by beginning with the immediate actions in the 
action plan. Your perfect website builder awaits! 
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#1 Recommended Marketing Tools 
 

 
 

https://gregraymarketing.com/LeadsLeap 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://gregraymarketing.com/LeadsLeap
https://gregraymarketing.com/LeadsLeap
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#1 Recommended Affiliate Program 
 

 
 

https://gregraymarketing.com/MegaLink 

 

https://gregraymarketing.com/MegaLink
https://gregraymarketing.com/MegaLink
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#1 Recommended Advertising Resource 
 

 
 

https://gregraymarketing.com/DailyAds 
 
 

 
 
 

https://gregraymarketing.com/DailyAds
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#1 Recommended List Builder 
 

 
 

https://gregraymarketing.com/AIM 
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#1 Recommended Faith Based Business 
 

 
 

https://gregraymarketing.com/UFC 

 
 

#1 Recommended FREE 
Affiliate Marketing Training 

 
 

https://gregraymarketing.com/APC1 

https://gregraymarketing.com/UFC
https://gregraymarketing.com/APC1
https://gregraymarketing.com/UFC

